PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICALITY
son to whom I acted as tutor. He used to take lessons from a French lady and I attended these. I could not converse with anybody in French, not even with her, and she did not know that I was pleased to attend the lessons. It was only after some years that I began to learn French systematically; but at that time I already knew enough to be able to read French. In later life I have often pondered over the problem of how many millions of optical impressions of the written word must have been received by a man of my years and how it is that the eyes hold out. Of course I have become short-sighted through the experience and I cannot distinguish anybody except with the aid of my glasses. But with them it's all right."
He laughed pleasantly as he indicated how weaknesses, little blows of fate and other difficulties, can be overcome. That little word of his about everything coming right in the end epitomised the wisdom of this man who is so thoroughly unemotional. I wished to hold him to the line he had taken and so I asked further:
"But where is the bridge that leads from knowledge to action?"
"Learning is active labour/'he said. "Knowledge
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